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W O M E N  O F  S U B S T A N C E

May 21 marks World Day for Cultural 
Diversity. MOJEH asks the region’s top 
tastemakers, entrepreneurs and creatives 
to share a photograph that depicts their 
most memorable moment living in the 
multicultural Middle East

PIC!RE
C O M P I L E D  B Y  Sophia Serin"is

#RO$ MIDY  
DE VIE$ PhD
A R T I S A N ,  D E S I G N E R , 

P H O T O G R A P H E R 

“This picture was taken from a rooftop in DIFC in 2017. That day, 

I was surrounded by some of the most talented and renowned 

photographers from Egypt, India, Germany and the UAE. We were 

all mesmerised by this astonishing spectacle unfolding its magic in 

front of us. This is exactly what I love and respect so much about 

the UAE: Wherever you come from, whatever your religious beliefs, 

cultural background or ethnicity, we all have made the decision 

to live, connect and interact with respect and have empathy in a 

country that welcomes us all. 

I don’t know many other countries in the world that show such 

a commitment to encouraging so much diversity and making 

everybody feel at home. I have been living and working in Dubai 

since 2016 as an artisan designer and photographer and feel 

blessed and extremely lucky to grow and learn from all these 

people in a welcoming land of trade.”

&Y& KARDAN
S I N G E R / S O N G W R I T E R

“This picture was taken in 2020 on 

the set of my latest music video 

‘Underwater’. We shot this in the 

height of the pandemic under extreme 

conditions, adhering to restrictions and 

shooting under water and in the desert. 

While everything was a challenge in 

terms of shot preparation, the team and 

I had the most magical day of beautiful 

interactions and encounters. We had 

a limited crew and each one of the 

seven members was from a different 

part of the world, but there was so 

much synergy and harmony between 

us all. The umbrella shot, which was 

the concept of director Jhenyfy Muller, 

was the final scene of the day. We 

were exhausted but also in such high 

spirits. It was quite windy at this point, 

so we were all chasing the umbrellas 

until we weighed them down with sand. 

Meanwhile, I was trying not to sink into 

the sand in my heavy Kristina Fidelskaya 

gown and heels! We were in hysterics 

at this point so it was a beautiful way 

to end a successful shoot. This is my 

favourite music video to date and one 

that goes in the memory book of life.” “This image was taken at my office, The 

Happy Studio, in 2019. I had just signed 

off on a partnership that would take my 

enterprises to the next level. At that very 

moment I felt empowered, humbled, 

inspired and deep down proud and grateful 

for all the hard work and endless nights 

my team and I put into developing our 

brands. That moment made me believe 

that dreams do come true with hard work, 

persistence and passion. I have always been 

fascinated by the symbolic construction 

of a community and how within it there 

exists smaller communities with clusters 

of people interacting with one another 

based on cultural backgrounds, language, 

profession, hobbies and interests. The UAE 

is the embodiment of cultural diversity – 

the epitome of a melting pot with over 200 

nationalities living together as one collective 

community in harmony and peace, elevating 

and embracing each other.”

M'A ABDUL 
RASHEED
F O U N D E R ,  B A M B A H 

“This picture was taken at the launch of 

Bambah’s first resort line in 2010. The 

collection was launched in the form of a 

mini fashion show on one of Dubai’s most 

beautiful sandy beaches. It was a dream 

come true. The view was magical, the sun 

was shining, and the girls were dancing. 

Love was just in the air! Although it was hard 

work and we all had to get there so early and 

work fast to get ready on time, I’m so proud 

of what we all did together on that day. I 

am Egyptian and have grown up in Dubai. I 

love being here and surrounded by so many 

different cultures and backgrounds, and this 

picture proves it all. We were a team of 20, 

all very different but all sharing the same 

passion for life and love.”

JUMANA AL DARWISH
F O U N D E R ,  T H E  H A P P Y  B O X ,  T H E  H A P P Y  S T U D I O  A N D  H A P P Y  H E A R T S  G L O B A L

L
ay

la
 K

a
rd

a
n

 p
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

e
d

 b
y 

N
o

rb
e

rt
 K

n
ia

t



/
14

5
/ 

14
4

 “T
h

is p
h

o
to

 w
as take

n
 in

 20
19

, ju
st b

e
fo

re
 m

y 

E
m

irati co
-h

o
st, D

r K
h

ale
d

 A
l S

u
w

aid
i an

d
 I 

w
e

n
t o

n
 stag

e
 to

 h
o

st A
b

u
 D

h
ab

i S
u

stain
ab

ility 

W
e

e
k. T

h
e

 au
d

ie
n

c
e

 o
f 4,0

0
0

 in
c

lu
d

e
d

 U
A

E
 

ro
yalty, fo

rm
e

r U
N

 S
e

c
re

tary G
e

n
e

ral B
an

 

K
i-m

o
o

n
, le

ad
in

g
 b

u
sin

e
ss fig

u
re

s an
d

 m
an

y 

m
o

re
 w

h
o

 h
ad

 trave
lle

d
 fro

m
 all o

ve
r th

e
 w

o
rld

 

to
 b

e
 th

e
re

.   

It w
as an

 h
o

n
o

u
r to

 m
e

e
t H

is H
ig

h
n

e
ss 

S
h

e
ikh

 M
o

h
am

m
e

d
 b

in
 Z

aye
d

 b
in

 S
u

ltan
 A

l 

N
ah

yan
, C

ro
w

n
 P

rin
ce

 o
f A

b
u

 D
h

ab
i an

d
 D

e
p

u
ty 

S
u

p
re

m
e

 C
o

m
m

an
d

e
r o

f th
e

 U
A

E
 A

rm
e

d
 

F
o

rce
s, to

 h
e

lp
 p

re
se

n
t a se

rie
s o

f su
stain

ab
ility 

aw
ard

s d
e

sig
n

e
d

 to
 re

co
g

n
ise

 e
n

tre
p

re
n

e
u

rs 

d
rivin

g
 in

n
o

vative
 e

n
viro

n
m

e
n

tal so
lu

tio
n

s. 

I lo
ve

 th
at th

e
 U

A
E

 is h
o

m
e

 to
 m

o
re

 

n
atio

n
alitie

s th
an

 th
e

 U
n

ite
d

 N
atio

n
s. A

s I 

raise
 tw

o
 yo

u
n

g
 c

h
ild

re
n

, I th
in

k it’s in
c

re
d

ib
le

 

to
 g

ive
 th

e
m

 th
e

 o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ity to
 m

e
e

t 

d
iffe

re
n

t p
e

o
p

le
 fro

m
 all o

ve
r th

e
 g

lo
b

e
 an

d
 

to
 u

n
d

e
rstan

d
 th

e
 d

iffe
re

n
t lan

g
u

ag
e

s th
e

y 

sp
e

ak, th
e

 fo
o

d
 th

e
y e

at, th
e

 c
lo

th
e

s th
e

y w
e

ar 

an
d

 g
ain

 an
 ap

p
re

c
iatio

n
 o

f th
e

 w
o

rld
 th

e
y live

 

in
. T

h
e

 ke
y to

 e
rad

ic
atin

g
 rac

ism
, w

ars an
d

 

co
n

flic
ts lie

s in
 e

d
u

c
atin

g
 o

u
r c

h
ild

re
n

.  

I am
 lu

c
ky e

n
o

u
g

h
 to

 h
ave

 g
ro

w
n

 u
p

 in
 

A
u

stralia w
ith

 ac
c

e
ss to

 a g
o

o
d

 e
d

u
c

atio
n

, 

c
le

an
 w

ate
r, h

e
alth

y fo
o

d
, a ro

o
f o

ve
r m

y h
e

ad
 

–
 th

e
 b

asic
 e

sse
n

tials th
at so

 m
an

y p
e

o
p

le
 

d
o

n
’t h

ave
 ju

st b
e

c
au

se
 th

e
y w

e
re

 b
o

rn
 in

 a 

d
iffe

re
n

t co
u

n
try. I h

o
p

e
 th

at g
ro

w
in

g
 u

p
 in

 th
e

 

U
A

E
, m

y c
h

ild
re

n
 c

an
 se

e
 ju

st h
o

w
 th

e
y lu

c
ky 

th
e

y are
, an

d
 le

arn
 h

o
w

 to
 h

e
lp

 th
o

se
 w

h
o

 h
ave

 

h
ad

 a d
iffe

re
n

t p
ath

 fo
rc

e
d

 u
p

o
n

 th
e

m
.” 

“I w
as b

o
rn

 an
d

 raise
d

 in
 D

u
b

ai. I kn
e

w
 

fro
m

 a ve
ry yo

u
n

g
 ag

e
 th

at th
e

re
 e

xiste
d

 

an
o

th
e

r w
o

rld
 o

f m
ake

-b
e

lie
ve

, an
d

 th
is 

so
o

n
 m

an
ife

ste
d

 itse
lf in

 th
e

 th
rills an

d
 jo

ys 

o
f e

stab
lish

in
g

 m
y o

w
n

 b
ran

d
, w

h
ic

h
 I c

alle
d

 

D
an

yo
u

sh
. T

h
is p

ic
tu

re
 w

as take
n

 in
 M

arc
h

 

20
19

; it w
as M

o
th

e
r’s D

ay an
d

 it w
as at a 

p
arty h

o
ste

d
 b

y m
y siste

r L
in

a in
 h

e
r g

ard
e

n
. 

L
o

o
kin

g
 b

ac
k at th

is p
ic

tu
re

 an
d

 fo
c

u
sin

g
 o

n
 

th
at c

ru
c

ial ye
ar (w

h
ic

h
, u

n
b

e
kn

o
w

n
 to

 m
e

 

at th
e

 tim
e

, w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 th
e

 last o
f m

an
y su

c
h

 

c
e

le
b

ratio
n

s), I fin
d

 m
yse

lf fille
d

 w
ith

 so
 

m
u

c
h

 g
rate

fu
ln

e
ss an

d
 co

m
p

assio
n

. 

To
 b

e
 b

o
rn

 an
d

 raise
d

 in
 D

u
b

ai h
as 

b
e

e
n

 a b
le

ssin
g

 in
 m

an
y w

ays. T
h

e
 c

u
ltu

ral 

d
ive

rsity o
f su

c
h

 a yo
u

n
g

 co
u

n
try c

an
 b

re
e

d
 

so
 m

an
y co

rre
c

t valu
e

s fro
m

 su
c

h
 a yo

u
n

g
 

ag
e

. I am
 co

n
stan

tly in
 aw

e
 o

f all th
e

 p
e

o
p

le
 

I m
e

e
t in

 D
u

b
ai, o

f h
o

w
 in

te
g

rate
d

 th
e

y are
 

b
y th

e
ir ac

c
e

p
tan

c
e

 o
f th

e
 c

u
ltu

re
s th

at 

su
rro

u
n

d
 th

e
m

 an
d

 o
f h

o
w

 in
fo

rm
e

d
 th

e
y 

are
 in

 th
e

ir w
illin

g
n

e
ss to

 le
arn

 an
d

 sh
are

 

an
d

 u
se

 th
is kn

o
w

le
d

g
e

 as th
e

 ste
p

p
in

g
 

sto
n

e
s o

f th
e

ir live
s.

H
avin

g
 visite

d
, stu

d
ie

d
, live

d
 in

 an
d

 

trave
lle

d
 to

 d
iffe

re
n

t co
u

n
trie

s, I g
o

t 

m
arrie

d
, h

ad
 kid

s, starte
d

 a b
u

sin
e

ss an
d

 

c
am

e
 b

ac
k to

 m
y ro

o
ts an

d
 b

irth
 h

o
m

e
 o

f 

D
u

b
ai. T

h
e

 e
ase

 o
f d

o
in

g
 th

is an
d

 ab
ility 

to
 ad

ju
st is b

e
c

au
se

 I g
re

w
 u

p
 w

ith
in

 th
e

 

fo
u

n
d

atio
n

s o
f a co

u
n

try th
at d

e
fin

e
d

 itse
lf 

th
ro

u
g

h
 its o

p
e

n
-m

in
d

e
d

 ap
p

ro
ac

h
 to

 

d
ive

rsity. T
h

e
 cyc

le
 o

f life
 alw

ays take
s yo

u
 

b
ac

k to
 w

h
e

re
 yo

u
 w

an
t to

 b
e

, an
d

 to
d

ay I 

am
 d

e
fin

ite
ly in

 m
y e

le
m

e
n

t. T
h

is co
u

n
try 

h
as tau

g
h

t m
e

 w
h

at it m
e

an
s to

 aim
 h

ig
h

."

“I c
h

o
se

 th
is p

ic
tu

re
 e

ve
n

 th
o

u
g

h
 it w

asn
't 

take
n

 so
 lo

n
g

 ag
o

, b
e

c
au

se
 lo

o
kin

g
 at it 

m
ake

s m
e

 fe
e

l so
 g

rate
fu

l. I alw
ays w

an
te

d
 

to
 d

o
 so

m
e

th
in

g
 in

 th
e

 fo
o

d
 in

d
u

stry, b
u

t I 

d
id

n
’t kn

o
w

 h
o

w
 o

r w
h

e
re

 to
 start. E

ve
n

tu
ally, 

I starte
d

 a fo
o

d
 p

ag
e

 in
 20

16
, w

ith
 n

o
t m

u
c

h
 

h
o

p
e

 o
f w

h
e

th
e

r it w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 su
c

c
e

ssfu
l o

r 

n
o

t. Fast fo
rw

ard
 five

 ye
ars late

r, h
e

re
 I am

 

in
 20

20
, sittin

g
 in

 th
e

 B
ic

e
 kitc

h
e

n
, b

e
in

g
 

p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
e

d
 fo

r a co
llab

o
ratio

n
 w

ith
 H

ilto
n

 

H
o

te
ls! I n

e
ve

r th
o

u
g

h
t T

h
e

 S
n

ac
k S

o
c

ie
ty, 

w
h

ic
h

 starte
d

 as a sm
all b

u
sin

e
ss, w

o
u

ld
 e

n
d

 

u
p

 w
h

e
re

 it is to
d

ay. L
o

o
kin

g
 b

ac
k, I h

ave
 

n
o

th
in

g
 b

u
t so

 m
u

c
h

 g
ratitu

d
e

 fo
r h

o
w

 th
e

 

u
n

ive
rse

 lin
e

d
 th

in
g

s u
p

 fo
r m

e
. D

u
b

ai o
ffe

rs 

an
 am

azin
g

 p
latfo

rm
 fo

r start-u
p

s, so
 livin

g
 in

 

th
e

 U
A

E
 d

e
fin

ite
ly h

e
lp

e
d

. T
h

e
 U

A
E

 is o
n

e
 o

f 

th
e

 ve
ry fe

w
 p

lac
e

s in
 th

e
 w

o
rld

 th
at o

ffe
rs 

th
at c

u
ltu

ral ac
c

e
p

tan
c

e
, w

h
ic

h
 is w

h
y it is 

h
o

m
e

 to
 so

 m
an

y d
iffe

re
n

t n
atio

n
alitie

s.” 

“I tru
ly h

ave
 a n

e
w

fo
u

n
d

 ap
p

re
c

iatio
n

 

fo
r th

e
 U

A
E

 an
d

 all th
at it h

as to
 o

ffe
r, 

e
sp

e
c

ially afte
r se

e
in

g
 h

o
w

 am
azin

g
ly w

e
ll 

th
e

y h
ave

 h
an

d
le

d
 th

e
 p

an
d

e
m

ic
. B

u
t I 

d
id

n
’t alw

ays fe
e

l th
is w

ay. W
h

e
n

 p
e

o
p

le
 

u
se

d
 to

 ask m
e

 if I live
 in

 D
u

b
ai, I u

se
d

 to
 

say n
o

, I live
d

 in
 Illu

m
in

atio
n

s, th
e

 w
e

lln
e

ss 

co
m

p
an

y th
at I fo

u
n

d
e

d
 in

 20
0

6
. 

T
h

is w
as b

e
c

au
se

 th
e

 U
A

E
 fo

r m
e

 w
as 

o
n

ly w
o

rk, w
o

rk, an
d

 m
o

re
 w

o
rk. I rare

ly 

g
ave

 th
is c

ity a c
h

an
c

e
 to

 b
e

 an
yth

in
g

 

m
o

re
. W

h
ile

 I am
 e

te
rn

ally g
rate

fu
l fo

r 

w
h

at th
is c

ity h
as g

ifte
d

 m
e

 in
 te

rm
s o

f 

a flo
u

rish
in

g
 c

are
e

r an
d

 life
 p

u
rp

o
se

, 

b
ac

k th
e

n
 I vie

w
e

d
 D

u
b

ai as m
o

re
 o

f 

a co
n

ve
n

ie
n

t b
ase

 to
 h

ave
 rath

e
r th

an
 

c
allin

g
 it m

y h
o

m
e

. S
in

c
e

 th
e

 p
an

d
e

m
ic

, 

all th
at h

as c
h

an
g

e
d

. B
e

in
g

 g
ro

u
n

d
e

d
 

in
 D

u
b

ai fo
r m

o
n

th
s at a tim

e
, I’ve

 h
ad

 

th
e

 o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ity to
 c

re
ate

 m
y o

w
n

 little
 

n
e

st, m
ake

 an
 e

ffo
rt to

 b
u

ild
 m

e
an

in
g

fu
l 

re
latio

n
sh

ip
s an

d
 co

n
n

e
c

tio
n

s, an
d

 

e
m

b
rac

e
 th

e
 c

ity as m
y o

w
n

. T
h

an
k yo

u
 

to
 th

e
 U

A
E

, an
d

 all th
e

 g
re

at le
ad

e
rs o

f 

th
is co

u
n

try fo
r alw

ays g
ivin

g
 u

s th
e

 b
e

st 

o
f th

e
 b

e
st, fo

r m
akin

g
 th

e
 im

p
o

ssib
le

 

p
o

ssib
le

, fo
r in

sp
irin

g
 u

s an
d

 sh
o

w
in

g
 u

s 

w
h

at it m
e

an
s to

 b
e

 a tru
e

 alc
h

e
m

ist."

“A
lU

la is a m
ag

ical p
lace

, o
n

e
 o

f th
e

 w
o

rld
’s 

n
e

w
fo

u
n

d
 w

o
n

d
e

rs, in
 m

y o
p

in
io

n
, fu

ll o
f 

h
isto

ry, arch
ae

o
lo

g
ical m

ag
n

ifice
n

ce
, e

p
ic 

lan
d

scap
e

s an
d

 a se
a o

f stars at n
ig

h
t. 

It w
as ce

rtain
ly a fittin

g
 se

ttin
g

 fo
r th

e
 

o
p

e
n

-air co
n

ce
rt o

f A
n

d
re

a B
o

ce
lli an

d
 

h
is fam

ily in
 A

p
ril 20

21, w
h

ich
 w

as m
y first 

o
u

tin
g

 sin
ce

 F
e

b
ru

ary 20
20

. T
h

e
re

 w
e

re
 

visito
rs fro

m
 all o

ve
r th

e
 w

o
rld

 w
h

o
 h

ad
 

co
m

e
 ju

st to
 se

e
 th

e
 co

n
ce

rt. E
xp

e
rie

n
cin

g
 

B
o

ce
lli an

d
 h

is fam
ily all sin

g
in

g
 live

, w
ith

 

th
e

 g
ran

d
e

u
r o

f H
e

g
ra as th

e
 b

ackd
ro

p
, 

w
as a o

n
ce

-in
-a-life

tim
e

 e
xp

e
rie

n
ce

. I’ve
 

le
arn

e
d

 m
an

y th
in

g
s th

is last ye
ar, an

d
 o

n
e

 

o
f th

e
m

 w
as to

 b
e

 p
re

se
n

t an
d

 ap
p

re
ciate

 

th
e

 m
ag

ic o
f m

o
m

e
n

ts like
 th

is.”

KATIE JEN
SEN

 J
O

U
R

N
A

L
IS

T
, K

E
Y

N
O

T
E

 S
P

E
A

K
E

R
 &

 C
O

M
M

U
N

IC
A

T
IO

N
S

 C
O

A
C

H
 

DAN
IA SADIK

F
O

U
N

D
E

R
 A

N
D

 C
R

E
A

T
IV

E
 D

E
S

IG
N

E
R

 A
T

 D
A

N
Y

O
U

S
H

 

KAM
IA O

M
ARZAY

F
O

U
N

D
E

R
, T

H
E

 S
N

A
C

K
 S

O
C

IE
T

Y
 

S(
IYAA KIRAN

 P)
JABI

F
O

U
N

D
E

R
 O

F
 IL

L
U

M
IN

A
T

IO
N

S
 W

E
L

L
-

B
E

IN
G

 

C
E

N
T

E
R

, H
Y

P
N

O
T

H
E

R
A

P
IS

T
, H

O
L

IS
T

IC
 

W
E

L
L

N
E

S
S

 C
O

A
C

H
 &

 C
O

R
P

O
R

A
T

E
 T

R
A

IN
E

R
 

TAM
ARA AL *

BBAN
I

L
U

X
U

R
Y

 IN
F

L
U

E
N

C
E

R


